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HELLO!



UBC MEDIA RELATIONS



WHAT WE DO

• Help assess the news value of a research paper, 
scholarly work, project or story idea

• Identify the best media outreach strategy
• Package stories: write news releases, produce 

videos, edit op-eds
• Prepare researchers for interviews through media 

training
• Provide issues management support

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
379 proactive media opportunities
118 in-person media trainings 
~42K media hits 




PRIMARY AUDIENCES

Through traditional and emerging news 
media, we try to reach: 

• General public
• Government
• Funding agencies
• Business community 



WHAT WE LOOK FOR 

Potential for media interest or significant public good 
and aligns with UBC’s strategic priorities
• Peer-reviewed research and scholarly work
• Expert commentary on current events
• Strategically important announcements for the university
• Significant faculty recruitment successes
• Significant student-related news or initiatives 



WHAT WE LOOK FOR (continued)

If your paper is potentially newsworthy AND hits on one of the university’s 
strategic priorities, it’s a particularly strong candidate.

Examples:
• Equity and anti-racism
• Reconciliation and Indigenous Peoples
• Health innovation and community well-being
• Teaching, learning and research excellence
• Sustainability and climate action



LFS METRICS

• Media mentions year-over-year

• Media inquiries in 2023: 62
• Topics: Climate change and agriculture, water conservation and 

drought, health trends, diet and nutrition, food security, food safety, 
animal welfare, food prices, insects



2023 STORIES: DIET CALCULATOR

13 Media Stories

Quoting Mahsa Jessri,
Doug Manuel,
Adelia Jacobs (MSc student)



2023 STORIES: BAT RESEARCH

14 Media Stories
Quoting Matthew Mitchell 
and Aaron Aguirre (MSc 
student)

22 Subsequent Stories
Impact of Wildfires on 
Wildlife quoting Matthew 
Mitchell



HOW TO GET YOUR STORY IN THE NEWS

Alert UBC Media Relations and your faculty communicator about upcoming 
papers or story ideas. Ideally, please let us know at least two weeks in 
advance of publication so we have time to prepare media materials. 

Please send us an email answering:
• What did you do? What have you found?
• Why will this matter to the general public now? 
• What are the next steps in this research? What impact will your findings 

have?

Alert UBC Media Relations about breaking or upcoming news in your area 
that you could like to comment on.



HOW TO GET YOUR STORY IN THE NEWS (continued)

Sign up for the UBC Experts Guide

https://experts.news.ubc.ca/signup-form/
https://experts.news.ubc.ca/


MEDIA TRAINING

We offer online and in-person media training sessions that cover:
• How to identify stories that will be of interest to media
• How the news media tell stories
• How to craft key messages for interviews
• Interview tips and techniques
• Tips for radio, television and print and what to expect on publication 

day
• Option for interview practice and feedback



RESOURCES FOR FACULTY

UBC News: https://news.ubc.ca/ | Twitter: https://twitter.com/ubcnews

UBC Experts Guide: https://experts.news.ubc.ca/

Subscribe to UBC News services: https://news.ubc.ca/media-

resources/digital-subscriptions/

How to write an op-ed: https://news.ubc.ca/services-for-ubc/writing-an-

effective-opinion-editorial-piece-or-letter-to-the-editor/

Writing for The Conversation Canada: http://news.ubc.ca/wp-

content/uploads/2021/02/Writing-for-Conversation-Canada_How-

To_FINAL.pdf

https://news.ubc.ca/
https://twitter.com/ubcnews
https://experts.news.ubc.ca/
https://news.ubc.ca/media-resources/digital-subscriptions/
https://news.ubc.ca/services-for-ubc/writing-an-effective-opinion-editorial-piece-or-letter-to-the-editor/
http://news.ubc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Writing-for-Conversation-Canada_How-To_FINAL.pdf


SUSTAINABLE BITES: FOOD AND OUR FUTURE



MEDIA RELATIONS CONTACTS

Sachi Wickramasinghe
Media Relations Specialist
Tel: 604-822-4549 | sachi.wickramasinghe@ubc.ca

mailto:sachi.wickramasinghe@ubc.ca


Questions?



Thank You
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